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Readings: Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time | USCCB 

 

“Pastor of miracles” arrested after charged with fraud and money 

laundering. 

Controversy over pastor’s lavish lifestyle.  

Lawsuit against Peter’s Pence collection – funds for the poor? Or 

the poor being fooled to buy the church more property? 

These are just some headlines that will come up once in a while 

regarding money and church leadership, which of course gives 

Christianity a bad rep as the church falls victim to just another corrupt 

system in the world… with things like these, it can be difficult to assure 

people that the church is a real blessing to the world. 

 Last week we saw how the new converts to Christianity had 

doubts about Peter’s leadership, and this time, this is the concern 

regarding all of the church leaders: what if they just take advantage of us 

for our money? To answer their concern, Luke presents to them Jesus’ 

first major teaching to his newly chosen 12 apostles in what he calls the 

Sermon on the Plain. It is a slightly different and shorter version of the 

more known Sermon on the Mount from Matthews gospel.  

Matthew’s version is longer and more spiritual and religious in 

nature because he is writing to Jewish Christians, so presents the Sermon 

on the Mount as Jesus speaking to a large Jewish crowd with things 

concerning Jewish worldviews.  

Luke on the hand presents Jesus speaking only to the twelve, but in 

front of a crowd with people from all over the region listening, Jews and 
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non-jews alike, and in his version, he is presents things that concern not 

only Jewish worldviews, but everyone; the concerns of daily existence: 

poverty, hunger, grief, hatred, and ostracism.  

These are things that any political or social movement can aim at 

improving, and the danger was that Christianity would be seen as just 

another political system promising good things but that would eventually 

fail, and end corrupt as usual. If this is all that Christianity was, then 

church leaders would eventually be concerned about nothing but money, 

and people would lose trust and abandon Christianity. But in giving us 

the beatitudes in this way, Luke is associating them to the mission of 

God Jesus announced in the synagogue: the spirit of the Lord is upon 

me… to bring glad tidings to the poor, proclaim liberty to the captives, 

recover sight to the blind, free the oppressed, and thus, inaugurate the 

year acceptable to the lord.   

Jesus is here sharing this same mission with the disciples, but does 

so telling them that they to be the poor, the hungry, the oppressed, the 

hated, the ostracized. It was a strange thing for Jesus to say, because 

blessing was usually associated with health and wealth. The disciples 

would have assumed that they would be blessed first, and then they 

would share the surplus of their blessing with the poor.  

But that way of thinking is problematic, because it can make 

people feel like they are the saviors of the world, like they are the ones 

blessing everyone else. Remember how the Temple had become a place 

for the poor and suffering to come and give all they had to receive 

blessings… the priests who felt highly blessed would do little religious 

rituals for them, sacrifice an animal or two, and that’s it… the poor were 
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dismissed even more poor than they were, while the religious leaders felt 

good about themselves for having dome something for them. It was false 

charity, a self-made sense of blessing. 

Luke shows Jesus warning the 12 in front of the community so as 

to make the accountable: you leaders are to be fully emersed in the 

suffering of the people so as to understand the real need and actually 

bring them what they need which will be both temporal and spiritual. 

This means you yourself are not the source of blessing, God is the 

source of blessing.   

Later on, Jesus will make them experience this in Chapter 9 when 

he sends them out on mission two by two and instructs them to take 

nothing with them on the journey, neither walking stick, nor sac, nor 

food, nor money, not a second tunic. Like the poor, they will need to 

depend on the generosity of others. Like the hungry the are to eat only 

what is offered. Like the weeping, hated and ostracized, they are to 

experience the rejection of those who don’t accept the message.  

Jesus formed a Church where the leadership walks together with 

the needs of the world. This is not always easy for her leadership to 

understand. There have been times when those in her care end up feeling 

like they are the saviors of the world and enforced their own false 

blessings upon the people. I think this is what happened in the Middle 

Ages through things like the inquisition and when leaders began to take 

on a royalty-like lifestyle, and during the age of exploration in the 

Americas with the missionaries and forced conversions – fooling 

themselves as the saviors of the world at the expense of killing others if 

they rejected their blessing.  
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 Yes, the church has a responsibility to meet the temporal needs of 

the poor, suffering, and hungry, but that is only possible when we know 

that the source of blessing comes from Christ, the risen Lord.  

There are two applications I’d like to make for us based on this 

lesson from Luke; both which are immediate needs and opportunities for 

us. 

First, our St. Vincent de Paul council at Holy Spirit is 

struggling. St. Vincent de Paul is one organization that aims to walk 

with the poor, the hungry, the marginalized, regardless of who they are, 

and help them as they struggle to get out of those circumstances. The 

need is greater than there are people willing to be inconvenienced to 

help them. We do a collection at the beginning of the month, but the 

need is greater than money, they need people, hands, feet and voices.  

They recently lost their treasurer due to relocating to another area, 

and unless they get a replacement, St. Vincent de Paul council at Holy 

Spirit will need to close, so this is an immediate need. If you are 

someone with some basic financial organization skills and feel called to 

do something through the Church to help those struggling, consider 

committing for a few years to this immediate need. No, it’s not easy. 

Yes, it requires training, time and dedication, you will be 

inconvenienced, but the reward of proclaiming the year of the Lord to 

those in need and walking with them will be greater.  

They also a need for people willing to be part of the organization 

and calling back those who contact them asking for assistance. 

Similarly, it requires training, time, you will be inconvenienced, but 

Jesus has asked of the Church nothing less. If you are feeling the tug to 
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help cast the net of God’s grace through this ministry, please give me 

your contact info and I will hand it over to the right person who can give 

you more information. 

Second is the Synodal process. A synod is a gathering of church 

leadership and laity that prays and discerns specific needs, be it local, 

regional, national, or global. We have had for example the synod on the 

family and the synod on the Amazon, are now starting the Synod on 

synodality, which is the Church leadership asking of us if we feel like 

we are walking together, journeying together as one towards the same 

goal – or, is the Church completely disconnected form the concerns and 

needs of the world, which is possible.  

Yes, Luke assures us to trust that ultimately those in charge of 

Church leadership make the final decisions, in faith we believe in divine 

authority held by the bishops working together with the pope, but today 

Luke is also reminds us that this can only be done when they are 

walking side with us, when they are in tuned with the needs us poor, 

hungry, weeping, hated, insulted and ostracized because these are things 

that affects us all. 

Pope Francis has challenged the bishops to adopt a simpler 

lifestyle, reduced their compensation and benefits, and is in a way 

calling them back to this principle of being one with the people, of not 

seeing themselves as the source of blessing, lest they fall into the illusion 

that they are the saviors of the world while neglecting the real needs. 

And so, he is asking of us to help identify, what are those needs? 

The question we are being asked to give input on is: how are we as a 

church journeying together? Maybe you are experiencing that we are, 
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that you are being heard and that we are heading towards the right 

direction. Maybe you feel like leadership is completely disconnected 

from the needs of the world. Whatever it is that you are experiencing, 

that is what the Church wants to know.  

To gather your input, we will be holding three different forms of 

listening sessions for you to choose from. One option for you is to come 

to one of our in-person sessions. We will gather, pray, and then be 

divided into small groups where you can share your answer in a concise 

way hence why you have the question before hand, to pray about it and 

come ready to share in about 5 minutes each.  

The second option is the same but online via zoom. And the third 

option, because I know not everyone feels comfortable sharing in small 

groups but still would like to give input, is to submit your answer 

anonymously via writing either on paper or by submitting it through our 

website.  

That will be our process, and next week we will have the sign-up 

sheets for those who would like to participate. The Church leadership 

needs you, they might not want to hear what we have to say, but they 

need to hear it so we can continue to journey.  

The Church is a real blessing to the world, this blessing comes 

from our faith in the Risen Christ, we just need to be convinced of it. 

 

+ Fr. Carlos 


